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First steps to home educating
A calm checklist for getting started. Take it one box at a time.

UK-wide Getting started A4 · 1 page

B E F O R E  YO U  B E G I N

Confirm which nation you’re in
The process differs across England, Wales, Scotland and NI

Check whether your child is at a mainstream or special school
LA-arranged special schools need consent

Scotland: check whether you need the council’s consent first
Withdrawing without consent is a criminal offence there

Gather your child’s school details and the head teacher’s name

M A K I N G  I T  O F F I C I A L

Prepare the correct deregistration letter for your nation

Send it with proof of the date (receipt, saved email or tracked post)

Keep a copy of everything

Request written confirmation of the deletion date

S E T T L I N G  I N

Allow time to deschool
Lower the pressure; follow interests

Decide your approach (it can change)

Start a simple learning journal

Find a local or online home-ed community

N OT E S  &  Q U E S T I O N S  TO  F O L L OW  U P

This template is general information to help you organise your home education, not legal advice. Home-education law
differs across England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland and can change. Always check the current official guidance
for your nation (links in the accompanying guide) and, for anything involving SEND, an Education, Health and Care plan, a
special school or a School Attendance Order, seek specialist advice before acting.
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